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The Official Newsletter of the Abilene Metropolitan Planning Organization  

HELLO!!  We truly appreciate you taking the time to look over and naturally, positively enjoy our 
newsletter. We tried to add a little something for everyone: Pictures, Posters, Upcoming Events, Facts, 
Helpful Hints and even some Fun and Games.  Our theme:  Transportation!  The Abilene MPO Insider 
is geared up and moving full throttle into Spring 2023.  Come along for the ride!  Welcome Aboard!!! 

By: Rita L. Ryan, MPO Office Assistant III  
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Phil Crowley was born at Dyess Air Force Base and raised in Abilene, Texas. Phil is a graduate of 

the Abilene Independent School District and Hardin-Simmons University, where he also currently 

serves as an Adjunct Professor. Phil graduated from Texas Wesleyan School of Law (now Texas 

A&M School of Law) in 2013 and returned home to practice law. Phil was in private practice for a 

year and half prior to joining the Taylor County District Attorney’s Office in 2015, where he spent 

seven and half years as a prosecutor. Phil won the Republican Primary for Taylor County Judge in 

March of 2022 and was elected Taylor County Judge in November of 2022.  He assumed Office 

January 1, 2023. Phil attends Beltway Parkway Church and is a board member for the Alliance for 

Women and Children, Regional American Red Cross, and is a member of Kiwanis Club.  

 The Abilene M.P. O. welcomes Judge Crowley to the MPO Policy Board. 
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DIY Methods To Clean Foggy Headlights   

Coca-Cola  -  soak a sponge or rag with Coca-Cola and apply it to your car headlights, leave it on for four or five minutes then, 

wipe off with a towel and rinse with hot water.  

WD-40 - Clean your headlights to remove road and bug dirt. Spray them with WD-40 and wipe off with a clean, wet rag. This 

could take a couple of tries if your headlights are really foggy.  

Baking soda & vinegar - Mix two-parts vinegar, to one-part baking soda in a container (slowly—it expands and fizzes).  Lightly rub 

the mixture all over your headlights, then wash off with warm water. 

Toothpaste -  If only slightly foggy, use toothpaste (I use baking soda toothpaste), and scrub, scrub, scrub.  Clean your head-

lights first with a glass cleaner/soap & water.  To apply toothpaste dab it onto a wet (not dripping) microfiber rag and rub it in 

with a circular motion. Now scrub, scrub, scrub (this takes time and elbow grease). Remember keep it wet then repeat if needed. 

Rinse with hot water.    

How Do You Know When to Change Wiper Blades? 

Wearing occurs when the blade’s square rubber edges become rounded. This happens after extensive use. 

Splitting occurs when ultraviolet rays from the sun penetrate the blade’s rubber squeegee, causing it to break down and separate 

from the blade frame. 

Streaking occurs when the wiper’s rubber squeegee dries, hardens and cracks.       

Skipping occurs when the blade develops a curvature due to underuse. 

The general rule of thumb is to replace your windshield wiper blades every six months or 6,000 miles. This may vary depending 

on where you live. Extreme temperatures and excessive snow and rain can cause your wipers to wear down faster.  

Is the concrete or asphalt too hot for my dog? 

Follow the 7-second rule  - before heading out for a walk, place the back of your hand firm-

ly against the concrete or asphalt for 7 seconds. If you experience burning or discomfort, 

it's too hot for your pup's paws.  

It only takes 60 seconds on the pavement which is 125 degrees, for a dog's pads to burn. 

This means that the pavement could be potentially dangerous when the air temperature is 

77 degrees.  

& Did You Know? 
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Child Passenger Safety 
Motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of death among children. 

While most people believe their children are properly buckled up, 

the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration points out that 

46% of all car seats are misused. The best way to keep young chil-

dren safe in your vehicle is to make sure they’re properly buckled up 

in a car seat. That means selecting a car seat that’s appropriate for a 

child’s age and size and installing it correctly. 
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FUN & 

GAMES 

Transportation Word Search—find the words list below up, down, left right or diagonal 

 
TxDOT is proposing improvements 

to FM 1750 from __________ to 

_________? 

A: Harrisburg Rd to Blackhawk Rd 

B: Prosperity Ln to Harry Holt Rd 

C: Industrial Blvd to Colony Hill Rd 

Phil (Judge) Crowley began to 

work in the Taylor County District 

Attorney’s Office in what Year? 

A: 2019             B:    1927 

C:   2015              D: Never 

Before you dig—who do you call? 

A: Call 8-1-1 ? 

B: Call City Hall ? 

C: Call 7-1-1? 

How much did you enjoy our 

newsletter? 

A: It’s the Best Newsletter EVER! 

B: I couldn’t put it down—WOW! 

C: All the Above :) 
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 We want to hear from you! 

How can I get involved? 

Don’t forget:  MPO Policy Board meetings are open to the public! Mem-

bers of the public are encouraged to join meetings and voice your con-

cerns and opinions on transportation.   

Can’t come in person?  No problem.  All MPO Policy Board meetings are 

streamed live on the Abilene Television Network, or you can watch a 

meeting by visiting the City of Abilene’s website at  

 

www.abilenetx.gov/561/Live-Archived-Video  

 



9 

 Resources & Answer Key 

Notable News (Resources) 

Front Page :     https://www.abilenempo.org     www.rideofsilence.ord   Steamboat Cycle Club 

Meet the Judge:     https://www.taylorcountytexas.org/203/County-Judge 

https://www.taylorcountytexas.org/DocumentCenter/View/3576/Phil-Crowley-Bio 

TxDOT:        https://www.facebook.com/TxDOT      https://www.txdot.gov/ 

Safety’s Sake: 

Child Passenger Safety:  https://www.txdot.gov/safety/traffic-safety-campaigns/child-passenger-safety.html    https://

www.savemewithaseat.org/    Installing a Car Seat properly demo: https://ftp.dot.state.tx.us/pub/txdot/media-center/statewide/

campaigns/cpass/demo.mp4 

Helpful Hints: 

Headlights: Me - the ways I have cleaned mine (okay watched my husband and brothers).   

Wiper Blades: https://magazine.northeast.aaa.com/daily/life/cars-trucks/how-do-you-know-when-to-change-wiper-blades 

211 Texas A Call for Help— https://www.acallforhelp.info/  or Facebook 211 Texas A Call for Help   

811 -  https://texas811.org/what-is-811    https://texas811.org/every-dig-counts 

Ride of Silence - http://www.rideofsilence.org/locations-domestic.php?s=TX    https://www.facebook.com › rideofsilence 

Fun & Games:  Spot The Difference : https://www.printitfree.net/antique-roadster-spot-the-difference-picture-puzzle/             

Word Search—me,   

Fun Things Happening in Abilene : Google Search, Facebook Events, https://www.abilenevisitors.com/events/  

 

 

Questions:  

1) Industrial Blvd 

to  Colony Hill 

Rd. 

2) 2015 

3) 8-1-1 

4) Hopefully it 

was C 


